
2026 NCTA Annual Councils Conference & Expo 
Agenda at a Glance 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 

Time Location Activity 
Starting at 7:00 AM Exhibit Hall Trucks Load-In 
12:00-4:00 PM Exhibit Hall Exhibitor Load-In & Set-Up 
4:30-7:30 PM Info Desk Registration Open 
5:30-7:30 PM Exhibit Hall Welcome Reception  
Evening Offsite Dine on Own 

  



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14   

 Time Location Session Title Track Speaker/s 
7:30 – 8:30 AM Exhibit Hall Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:30 – 8:35 AM Main Stage Welcome Remarks  Bree Bryant, Eagle Transport Corporation 

8:35 AM – 9:30 AM Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

The State of the Industry: What Fleet 
Leaders Need to Be Ready For in 2027  

General 
Session 

Moderator: Tracey Jones, Teague Campbell Dennis & 
Gorham 
Benjamin Phillips, Yarbrough Transfer Company 
Marina Ivanov, Apex Transit, LLC 
Danielle Leonard, Best Logistics Group, Inc. 
Kristy Hedrick, Cargo Transporters, Inc. 

9:30 – 10:15 AM Exhibit Hall Exhibit Break  

10:15 – 11:15 AM 
BLOCK #1  

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

DataQs in 2026: What’s New, What’s 
Changing, and What Fleets Still Get 
Wrong 

Safety NC State Highway Patrol  
Michael Stewart, FMCSA 

10:15 – 11:15 AM 
BLOCK #1 

MR 106 Auditing the HR Department: A “How To” 
Guide for Compliance and Impact 

HR Rob Moseley, Moseley Marcinak Law Group 
Melissa Nishan, Epes Transport System, LLC 
Amy Medlin, Best Logistics Group, Inc. 

10:15 – 11:15 AM 
BLOCK #1 

MR 108 ADAS Technologies & Sensor Calibration: 
Best Practices for Maintenance Teams 

TMC Moderator: Justin Anderson, ZF Group  
Panel: Robbie Lear, Red Classic Transit, LLC,  
Tommy Lewis, Mangum's, Inc. 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
BLOCK #2 

MR 106 Where Fleets Are Still Getting Caught: 
Enforcement Trends, Roadside Pitfalls & 
Preventable Violations 

Safety Val Conner,  FleetSafe Solutions 
Brandon Harris, FMCSA  
Shawn Brown, Cargo Transporters, Inc. 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
BLOCK #2 

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

AI and HR in Trucking: What We’ve 
Learned and Where It’s Going 

HR Christy Choice, Tenstreet  
Dan Tram,  Use Everest 
Francisco Lopez Roualdes, Double Nickel 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
BLOCK #2 

MR 108 AI in Fleet Maintenance: Practical 
Applications for Diagnostics & Predictive 
Planning 

TMC Panelists TBD  

12:30 – 1:45 PM Exhibit Hall Expo Hall Learning Lunch 

2:00 – 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

Reducing Claims, Litigation, and 
Insurance Costs: The Insurer’s View 

General 
Session 

Matt Wise, Great West Casualty Company 



3:00 – 3:45 PM Exhibit Hall Dedicated Exhibit Power Hour 
 

3:45 – 4:45 PM 
BLOCK #3 

MR 106 Purpose as a Retention Strategy: Using 
Nonprofit Partnerships to Engage 
Drivers 

HR Moderator: Jeremy Reymer (Project 61) 
Truckers Against Trafficking (Heather Fry)  
Wreaths Across America (Courtney George)  
Wall That Heals (VVMF/Tim Tetz) 

3:45 – 4:45 PM 
BLOCK #3 

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

Frontline Leadership That Works: 
Training Dispatchers & Supervisors Who 
Drive Safety, Retention, and Risk 
Outcomes 

HR / 
Safety 

Rick Coates, C&L Logistics  
Chad Clark, Sunbelt 
Thomas Putnam, FedEx Freight  
 

3:45 – 4:45 PM 
BLOCK #3 

MR 108 Sustainability & Alternative Fuels: Fleet 
Case Studies & Emerging Technologies 

TMC Moderator: Shelly Parker, NCSU  
Panel: Kevin Otto, NACFE 
Rick Longobart, Raleigh Fleet Operations 
Jake Green, NC DOT 
 

  



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 

Time Location Session Title Track Speaker/s 
7:30 – 8:30 AM Exhibit Hall Breakfast with Exhibitors & Sponsored Table Topics 

 Main Stage Welcome Remarks  Bree Bryant, Eagle Transport Corporation  

8:30 – 9:30 AM 

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

Transportation Following Disasters: 
Safety, Compliance, and HR Alignment 
 

General 
Session 

Brandon Johnson — NC State Highway Patrol 
Kelly Wells - NC DOT 
James Wong - NC DPS 
 

9:30 – 10:00 AM Exhibit Hall Exhibit Break  

10:00 - 11:00 AM 
BLOCK #4 

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

Reaching Drivers Where They Are: 
Communication, Podcasts & Modern 
Media 

Safety 
Dana Murdock, Old Dominion Freight Line  

10:00 - 11:00 AM 
BLOCK #4 

MR 106 Future Ready Recruiting: Innovative 
Strategies to Attract and Retain 
Tomorrow’s Top Talent 

HR 
Reagan Kelley, Marsh McLennan Agency 

10:00 - 11:00 AM 
BLOCK #4 

MR 108 

EPA 2027 Emissions Standards: What 
Fleets Need to Prepare For 

TMC Moderator: Benjamin Phillips, Yarbrough Transfer 
Company  
Panel Discussion: Jason Murphy, Daimler  
Josh Fisher, Cummins 
David Hillman, International  
Guy Lemieux, Excel 
Duane Tegels, Volvo 

11:15 - 12:15 PM  
BLOCK #5 

MR 106 
DOT Drug & Alcohol Compliance in 2026 

Safety Patrice Kelly,  former ODAPC Executive Director 
Kim Claytor, FleetSafe Solutions  

11:15 - 12:15 PM  
BLOCK #5 

Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage Overcoming Adversity; Building 

Resilience and Strategies for Success 

HR Taylor Vandersteenhoven, Revenova 
Panelists: Danielle Leonard, Best Logistics Group, Inc. 
 Beth Tattershall, ISAAC Instruments LLC 

11:15 - 12:15 PM  
BLOCK #5 

MR 108 

EBS 

TMC Justin Anderson (ZF) 
Justin Morgan (ZF) 
Jason Murphy (Daimler) 
Brian Screeton (Bendix) 
 



12:15 - 1:15 PM Exhibit Hall Expo Hall Learning Lunch 

1:15 - 1:30 PM  
Exhibit Hall / 
Main Stage 

NCTA Business Session  General 
Session 

 

1:30 PM – 2:30 PM  

MR 106 What Drivers Are Actually Saying (and 
Why Fleets Miss It) 

HR Moderator: Priscilla Peters - Conversion Interactive 
Steven Garrish – Old Dominion Freight Line 
Shelley Dellinger - Cargo Transporters, Inc.  
Stephanie Boyette - Red Classic  
 

3:00PM – 5:00 PM   Exhibitor Tear Down    

6:00 PM – 9:00 
PM  

Grand 
Ballroom  

Awards Dinner 

 


